
Northwestern 
Wisconsin movie 
theatres 
Includes Appleton-Oshkosh, Green Bay, La Crosse, Eau 

Claire, Wausau 

 Movie-theatre.org 

1/4/2011 



 pg. 1 



 pg. 2 

Auditorium 
? 1930-? 1935 
 

Brillion 
110 S. Main 
? 1940-? 1955 
300 seats 
 

 

Chilton 
AKA: Norton Cinema I 
26 N. Madison 
? 1935- 
495 seats 
Owners: 
1955 Delft Theatres 
2010 Get Reel Cinemas 

 
 

Norton Cinema I 
AKA: Chilton 
26 N. Madison 
? 1990-? 2000 
 

 

Opera House 

? 1930-? 1940 
 

Towne 
? 1940-? 1955 
402 seats 
Eskin Theatres owned this theatre in 1945. 
 

 

41 Drive-In 

Hwy 41 at Holly Road 
1949-? 1985 
400 cars 
Marcus Theatres owned this drive-in. 

 

 
 

Appleton 
216 N Oneida 
1902-1971 
900 seats 
Owners: 
1925 Fischerõs Paramount Theatres 
1930 Brin Theatres 
1935-1953 Warner Brothers Theatres 
1953-1964 Stanley Warner Corporation 
1964-1971 Marcus Theatres 
 

Appleton East 16  
AKA: College Avenue 16 

W 3091 Van Roy 
2010- 
This is owned by Marcus Theatres. It was 
opened by Regal Cinemas as College Avenue 
16. 

 

 
 

Theater of Adventure and 
Discovery 

The Big Picture 
215 E Washington  
March 19th, 2005-October 2006 
293 seats 
This large format cinema lasted only two 
years. It is now being used by a church group. 
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The Valleyõs Newest and Most 
Distinctive Theatre 

Cinema I 
AKA: Varsity 
121E Wisconsin 
December 27th, 1968-? 1985 
Marcus Theatres owned this theatre. 

 

 
 

College Avenue 16  
AKA: Appleton East 16 

W 3091 Van Roy 
2001- 
Owners: 
2001-2010 Regal Cinemas 
2010- Marcus Theatres 

 
 

Elite 
222W College 
? 1920-? 1950 
432 seats 
 

Fox 
? 1930 
 

Fox River  

4301 W Wisconsin 
1984-2000 
Owners: 
1984-1985 Essaness Theatres Corp. 
1990 Excellence Theatres Corp. 
1995-2000 Carmike Cinemas 
This opened as a six-plex cinema and 
expanded to ten screens in the late 1980õs. 
 

Hollywood  
513 N Westhill  
1996- 
This Marcus cinema opened with 11 screens 
and expanded to 14 screens including an 
Ultrascreen in 2002. 

 

 
 

Majestic 
? 1920-? 1925 
 

Marc 
2621 N Oneida  
1971-? 1998 
This opened as a twin and split into three 
screens in the early 1980õs. It was owned by 
Marcus Theatres. 

 
 

Rio 
110 N Oneida 
1929-1959 
1,836 seats 
Owners: 
1945-1953 Warner Brothers Theatres 
1953-1959 Stanley Warner Corporation 

 
Valley Memories 
 

Valley Fair Cinemas  
AKA: Valley Fair Value 6 
1401 Valley Fair Mall 
1978-1996 
This opened with three cinemas and 
expanded to six screens in the late 1980õs. It 
is owned by Marcus Theatres 
 

Valley Fair Value 6 

1401 Valley Fair Mall 
1996- 
Marcus Theatres owns this discount cinema. 
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Varsity 
AKA: Cinema I 
121E Wisconsin 
? 1945-? 1964 
 

Viking 
344 W College 
1942-1992 
768 seats 
Owners: 
1945 Marcus & Swirnoff Theatres 
1950-1992 Marcus Theatres 

 
 

Pix 
? 1955 
 

 

Community 
? 1940 
 

 

Bijou 
AKA: Colonial, Rialto 
210 Lawe 
? 1915-1918 
 

Colonial 
AKA: Bijou, Rialto 
210 Lawe 
1918-1937 
 

Field of Scenes Drive-In 

372 Uni Drive 
? 2005- 

 
 

Rialto 
AKA: Bijou, Colonial 
210 Lawe 
1937-1965 
410 seats 
* ? 1915 opened as Bijou 
* 1918 renamed Colonial 
* 1937 renamed Rialto 
* 1945 owner: Eskin Theatres 
* 1955 owner: Unity Theater Management 
Company 
* 1960-1965 owner: Marcus Theatres 
 

Vaudette 
209 E 2nd St 
1912-1975 
500 seats 
This was rebuilt in 1938. 

 
 

Little Chute 
220 Main 
? 1935-? 1955 
220 seats 
 

Little Chute Drive-In 

1953-? 1955 
 

Tower Outdoor 

Buchanan Rd (now 1735 Nixon) 
1953-? 1985 
Marcus Theatres owned this. 

 
 

45 Outdoor 

5km NE of town 
? 1955-? 1975 

 
 

Grand 
319 N Water 
February 19TH, 1895- 
617 seats 
4 cinemas in 1990 as well as the main 
entrance moved back. 

 
 

Mermac 
203S Pearl 
? 1935-? 1955 
250 seats 
 

 

Adler 
? 1945-? 1950 
449 seats 
Adler Theatres owned this theatre in 1945. 
 

Highway 10 Drive-In 
? 1961-? 1985 
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Palace 
114 W Fulton 
October 4th, 1920-January 15th, 1957 
700 seats 
Adler Theatres owned this theatre 1935-1957. 

 

 
 

Rosa 
218 S Main 
? 1950-? 1990 
2 screens in the early 1990õs and four by 
2005. 
Owners: 
1950-1969 Adler Theatres 
1995- Rogers Cinema, Inc. 

 
 

State 
? 1950-? 1950 
499 seats 
 

Waupaca 
? 1930-? 1945 
Adler Theatres owned this theatre 1930-1940. 
 

 

Opera House 

? 1930 
 

Rex 
Main 
? 1930-? 1955 
400 seats 
 

 

Brin 
3 Main 
? 1930-1968 
960 seats 
Owners: 
1930 Brin Theatres 
1935-1940 Fox Wisconsin 
1945 Marcus & Swirnoff Theatres 
1950-1968 Marcus Theatres 

 
 

Menasha 
? 1940-? 1945 
Fox Wisconsin owned this theatre in 1940. 
 

New Neenah 
? 1930 
 

Orpheum 
? 1935-? 1940 
 

Valley 
10 Main 
? 1945-? 1955 
508 seats 
 

 

Doty 
? 1925 
 

Embassy 
AKA: Neeah 
114 E. Wisconsin 
? 1930-? 1940 
Owners: 
1930 Brin Theatres 
1935-1940 Fox Wisconsin 
 

Neeah 
AKA: Embassy 
114 E. Wisconsin 
1907-? 1925, ? 1945-1997 
805 seats 
Owners: 
1945 Marcus & Swirnoff Theatres 
1950-1997 Marcus Theatres 

 
 

Valley 41 Drive-In 

? 1955-? 1985 
Marcus Theatres owned it. 
 

 

Ormo 
205 S. Webster 
1936-1959 
488 seats 
Delft Theatres owned it in 1955. 
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44 Outdoor Drive-In 

Highway 41 & 20th St 
July 15th, 1949-? 1985 
4 screens in the early 1980õs. Marcus owned 
it. 

 
 

Cinema 
340 S Koeller  
January 17th, 1974- 
This is owned by Marcus Theatres 
Expansions: 
1973 2 cinemas 
Late 1980õs 5 cinemas 
Early 1990õs 10 cinemas 
By 2010 12 cinemas 

 

 

 

 
 

Civic 
? 1950 
No ads for this cinema in the newspapers. 
 

Fischer 
November 23rd, 1927-1929 

 
 

Grand 
100 High 
? 1935-1974 
* 1883 opened with 921 seats 
Mark Twain, Sarah Bernhardt, John Philip 
Sousa and President Taft were at this theatre. 
* 1920's vaudeville 
* 1935 owned by Saxe Amusements 
Enterprises 
* 1940 owned by Warner-Saxe Theaters 
* 1945-1955 owned by Fox Wisconsin 
* 1950 the entrance was moved to the corner 
* 1970-1974 adult movies were shown 
* 1980 taken over by the city of Oshkosh 
* 1986 reopened as a concert hall. 

 

 
 

Majestic 
September 20th, 1912-1927 
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Mode 
1124 Oregon 
1939-1957 
489 seats 
 

Opera House 

100 High 
? 1920-1922, 1930-1934 
See Grand for more details 
 

Orpheum 
May 27th, 1914-1926 

 
 

Oshkosh 
157Main 
February 23rd, 1927-1957 
1,385 seats 
Owners: 
1927-1930 Saxe 
1935 Saxe Amusements Enterprises 
1940 Warner-Saxe Theaters 
1945-1957 Fox Wisconsin 

 

 
 

Plaza 
AKA: Strand, Raulf 
212 Main 
1968-? 1980 
* 1930 opened as Strand 
* 1940 owner: Standard Theatres 
* 1945 owner: Fox Wisconsin 
* December 25th, 1952 taken over by Marcus 
and renamed Raulf 
* 1968 renamed Plaza 
* Early 1980õs closed

 
 

Raulf 
AKA: Plaza, Strand 
212Main 
1952-1968 
Marcus Theatres owned this, see Plaza for 
more details 

 
 

Rex 
AKA: Times, Superba 
173 Main 
August 3rd, 1911-1939 
Fox Wisconsin owned it in 1935. 

 
 

Star 
1119 Oregon 
1916-1955 
250 seats 
 

Strand 
AKA: Plaza, Raulf 
212Main 
1930-1952 
1,165 seats 
See Plaza for more details. 
 

Superbra 
AKA: Times, Rex 

? 1900-1911 
 

Times 
AKA: Superba, Rex 
173 Main 
1939-? 1990 
450 seats 
2 screens in the late 1980õs. It was owned by 
Marcus. 
 
70 listings 
  



 pg. 8 

BUFFALO COUNTY 

ALMA 
Alma 
110 N. Main 
? 1935-? 1955 
200 seats 

 
 

FOUNTAIN CITY 
Auditorium 
? 1935 
 

MONDOVI 

Grand 
? 1935 
 

Mondovi 
112 W. Main 
? 1940-? 1955 
Berger Amusements Co. owned this theatre in 
1940. 
 

CLARK COUNTY 

ABBOTSFORD 

1329 Drive-In 

? 1980-? 2000 
 

Abby 
216 N. 1st St. 
? 1950- 

 
 

COLBY 
Badger 
? 1935-? 1945 
 

Colby 
? 1945-? 1955 
388 seats 
 

CURTISS 
Curtiss 
? 1940-? 1940 
 

GREENWOOD 

Opera House 

? 1935 
 

Parkway 
? 1940-? 1945 
 

LOYAL 
Loyal 
? 1945-? 1955 
252 seats 
 

Miller 
? 1940 
 

Viking 
? 1935 
 

NEILLSVILLE 

Adler 
150 S. Hewitt St. 
? 1935-? 1955 
400 seats 
Adler Theatres owned this theatre. 
 

Armory 
? 1940-? 1950 
Adler Theatres owned this theatre. 
 

Community Drive-In 

? 1955-? 1961 
 

Neillsville 
? 1975-? 1985 
502 seats 
Mescop, Inc. owned this theatre. 
 

OWEN 

Idle 
? 1935 
 

Owen 
227 Central 
? 1940-? 1955 
300 seats 

 
 

THORPE 
Rialto 
? 1930-? 1945 
 

Thorp 
? 1955 
 

UNITY 

Unity 
? 1940 
 

DUNN COUNTY 

BOYCEVILLE 

Boyceville 
? 1950 
300 seats 
 

COLFAX 
Colfax 
? 1935-? 1945 
 

Cozy 
? 1940-? 1955 
250 seats 
 

KNAPP 
Community Hall 
? 1935 
 


