Minneapolis and
St. Paul movie
theatres and
drive-ins

Includes all the suburbs




MINNEAPOLIS

HENNEPIN COUNTY

MINNEAPOLIS

7th Street

AKA: Orpheum

25 S 7th St

1922-1940
Radio-Keith-Orpheumowned this theatre
1935-1940.

Opened as Orpheum in 1904.

Academy

AKA: Alvin

20 N 7th St

1957 -1983

1,418 seats

Owners:

1961 -1964 Mann Circuit
1969 Ted Mann

1975 General Cinemas Corp.

Adke
1721 E Franklin
? 1910

Agathe

2215 E Franklin
1912-? 1950
482 seats

Airdome
13 N 10th St
21917-? 1920

Alliance Francaise
113 N 1st St htip://www.afmsp.org/
2008 - (Cinema)

Alhambra

3211 N Penn

1916-? 1950

583 seats

Owners:

1945 Guttman Theaters
1950 Mann Circuit

Alvin

AKA: Academy

20 N 7th St

1935-1957

1,418 seats

Mann Circuitowned this theatre

Alzazar
1307

E Franklin
?1915-? 1920

American

16 E Lake

1912-1977

594 seats

* Around 1912 opened

* 1925 owned by American Amusement
Co.

* 1930 owned by Publix Theatre Corp.
(Northwest Division)

* 1935 -1950 owned by Minnesota
Amusement Co. (Publix)

* 1968 converted into an adult cinema
along with the nearbybusiness, which
was converted into sex shops.

* 1974 the city decided to demolish the
six-block area for +35

* 1977 theatre demolished and the adult
theatre business(and sex shops)moved
in to the Rialto.

Arion
2510
Central
1912-? 1950

934 seats

Oowners:

1930 Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division)

1935-1950 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix)

Aster

607 Hennepin
1916-? 1979
* 1916 opened
* 1925 owned by Finkelatein & Ruben

* 1929 wired for sound

*1930 -1950 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) owned it except in 1940, which
was owned byMinnesota and Singer Th.
Parternship

* June 1965 switched to adult movies

* August ‘1979 closed

¥

Astor

605 Hennepin

1911-1979

797 seats

Owners:

1930 Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division)

1955-1979 BergerAmusement Co.

Auditorium
11/Nicollet
1905-1925

Avalon
1504

E Lake
1931-1984
1,000 seats
Adult movies 1970's until 1984
http://www.heartofthebeasttheatre.org/
Owners:

1940-1945 AssociatedAmusement Co.
1950-1984 Franklin Amusement Co.
1961 Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership



http://www.afmsp.org/
http://www.heartofthebeasttheatre.org/

Bell
1527
E Franklin? 1915-? 1915

Bell Auditorium

10 SE Church

2005-2011

This stopped showing movies in 2011.

Bijou

20 N Washington
? 1920-? 1955
875 seats

Bijou Opera House
18 N Washington
1887 -? 1940

Block E 15

600 Hennepin Avenue

2002 -? 2012

This 17-screen cinema is the last theatre
in the Crown Theatres circuit. This is the
only firstrun theatre downtown.It has
been transferred to Kerasotes Theatres or
September 30", 2007 and to AMC in

May 2010. It is reported that AMC will

not renew the lease on it when it comes
up in 2012.

Blue Mouse
AKA: Lyric

711 Hennepin
1920-1923

Boulevard Twins

5315 S Lyndale

1933-? 1998

* 1933 opened as Boulevard Twins, not
that it had 2 screens but a cinema and
restaurant, which opened until the
1960's.

* 1940 -1945 owned by Associated
Amusement Co.

* 1950 -1980 owned by Franklin
Amusement Co.except in 1961 owned
by Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership

* 1978 2 cinem as

* by 1998 closed

It is now a video store, which kept its
marquee

Brandt
3954 Minnehaha
1917 -? 1950

Broadway
1006 W Broadway
1921-? 1969

800 seats

Bryant Lake Bowl Theatre

810 W Lake

2005 -

Live performances only as e!c;)_f 2’00
SRS = ',

Bryn Wood
1410 N Glenwood
1939 -? 1955

587 seats

Bungalow
1305 W Lake
21915

Calhorn
1300 W Lake
1915-1921

Camden

4215 Webber Parkway
?1925-1979

598 seats

Owners:

1925 Al. Staffen Amusement Co.
1950-1955 Volk Circuit

1961 -1979 Volk Brothers Theatres

Camden

4133 N Washington

1911-? 1911

An shortlived nickelodeon theatre.

Campus

AKA: Oak Street Cinema, Oak

309 SE Oak

1935-? 1975

364 seats

Owners:

1961-1964 Mann Circuit

1969 Ted Mann

1975 General Cinemas Corp.

* 1916 opened as Oak

* 1935 renovated and renamed Campus.
It had a meeting room for students in the
basements.

* 1989 closed

* 1995 reopened as a cinema and
renamed Oak Street cinema, which shows
indenpent movies.
http'//wvvvv.oa_ktreetcinema.org/

Capri

AKA: Paradise

2027 W Broadway
1965-? 1975

Casino
257 Plymouth
1927 -? 1940

Cedar

416 Cedar

1949-1985

800 seats

Owned byBerger Amusement C01949 -
1969

Now a live theatre.


http://www.oakstreetcinema.org/

Cedar Photo Plays
713 Cedar
1917

Central Avenue
2007 Central
1914

Century

AKA: Miles, Garrick

46 S 7th St

1939 -1964

1,632 seats

* December 28, 1908 opened as Miles

* 1914 closed

* 1915 almost entirely rebuilt and reopened as
Garrick

* 1920 taken over by Finkelatein & Ruben
*1928 closed

* September 28, 1929 the Century opens in
the shell of the old Garrick with 1,600 seats.
* 1931 opened on a part time basis.

* Late 1930's thru 1940's became a second
run cinema.

* 1940 owned by Minnesota and Singer Th.
Parternship

* 1945 -1954 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) owned this theatre

* February 28, 1954 closed

* April 19, 1954 became the 11th theatre to
show Cinerama with seating reduced to 1,145
seats. The screen was 72x28 ft. This was the
largest tourist attraction in the state.

*1960 Todd-AO installed

* 1963 Cinerama returns early in the year until
"Cleopatra” opened.

* September 27, 1964 closed, a fire guts the
theatre

* February 1965 demolished

Show Houses Twin Cities Style has detailed
article about this theatre.

World’s Greatest

Theatrical
Attraction /...

Cannot and
Will Not Be
Shown in
Any Local or
Neighbor-
hood Theatre
and Will
Never Be
ShownonT.V,

+.. when

ONLY CINERAMA

PUTS YOU
IN THE PICTURE!

P9 EXCLUSIVE MINNEAPOLIS HOME OF CINERAMA B

CENTURY THEATRE
40 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET . MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINN. .
RESERVED SEATS NOW ON SALE

FEdersl 3-6541

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO YOUTH GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS,
CLUBS AND CONVENTION DELEGATES

Chateau

1908 S 4th Av

1932-? 1961

400 seats

Owners:

1935 Franklin Amusement Co.
1940-1945 Associated Amusement Co.
1950-1955 Franklin Amusement Co.
1961 Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership

Chief
1969 -? 1968

Cinema & Drafthouse 3
2 1998-? 2000

Cinema Girill 3
2 1998-? 2000

City Club Cinema at Grumpy's

Bar
1111 S Washington
2003 -2008

Colonial
1923

S 4th Av
1921

Colonial Driveln
21975

Columbia Heights

? 1935

Cooper Cinema can be found at the
Hennepin north section.

Cort
808 E Lake
1912

Cosy
2221 Crystal Lake
1913

Cozy
405 Plymouth
1933

Cozy
307 Central
1911

Criterion
411 Central
1908

Crown
1923 S 4th Av
1912

Crystal

305 Hennepin
1911-1958
392 seats



Cyril

114 Hennepin
1911

Dewey

203 N Washington
? 1905

Diamond
802 6 th Ave
21912

Dreamland
319 Plymouth
21910

Eagle
1417 SE 4th St
21914

East Lake

1537 E Lake

?1914-? 1955

525 seats

Lake Amusement Co. owned this theatre
1925-1930.

Echo
2510 Central
?1915

Edina

3911 W 50th St

? 1950-? 1975

800 seats

Mann Circuit owned this theatre 1961-
1975.

Edina
21935

El Lago

3508 E Lake

1927 -? 1969

600 seats

Lake Amusement Co. owned this theatre
in 1930.

Electric
23 N Washington
? 1908

Elite
2934 S Lyndale
?1912

Elite
2517 S 27th Av
21913

Elk
2707 E Lake
21912

Emerson

2605 N Emerson

?1916-? 1930

Owners:

1925 Associated Amusement Co.
1930 American Amusement Co.

Empress

412 W Broadway

1920-? 1975

570 seats

adult movies in the 1960's

Owners:

1925 American Amusement Co.
1930 Publix Theatre Corp.(Northwest
Division)

Empress
412 N 20th Av
? 1912

Esquire

AKA: Time, Newsreel, PIx

729 Hennepin

1938-1941

* 1934 opened as Time

* 1938 switched to adult films and
renamed Esquire, which had many run
ins with the police

* 1941 the movie "Nude Ranch"was
forced to be renamed "Dude Ranch" by
the Police

* 1941 renamed Newsreel as it is taken
over by the Metropolitan Theatres of Los
Angeles CA.

* 1945 renamed Pix, a roadshow house
* 1952 closed and converted into retail
space.

Fairview

2900 N Washington

?1913-? 1925

Associated Amusement Co. owned this
theatre in 1925.

Falls
3954 Minnehaha
?1931-? 1935

Faust
21955

Film Society of Minneapolis

St. Paul
115 S. E. Main St.
2011-

Floyd B. Olson Theatre

AKA: Gayety
103 N Washington
1941 -? 1945

Forest
40th Av Ne
? 1908

Franklin

1021 E Franklin

1914 -? 1980

850 seats

Owners:

1925 -1935 Franklin Amusement Co.
1940 -1945 Associated Amusement Co.
1950-1969 Franklin Amusement Co.
1961 Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership




Garden

AKA: World

16 N 7th St

1915-1932

Finkelatein &Ruben owned this theatre in
1925.

* 1915 opened as garden

* Late 1920's closed

* 1933 reopened as World as an foreign
cinema but switched to firstrun movies

* Late 1940's modernized and seating
increased to 461. It was the place to see
MGM musicals.

* 19 55 Ted Mann takes it over who had
it rebuilt in Modernist style.

* 1967 -1968 the Graduate plays for over
a year.

* 1969 taken over by General Cienams

* 1983 closed and demolished

Garden
622 Hennepin
? 1915

Garrick

34 W 6th St

1915-1928

* December 28, 1908 opened as Miles

* 1914 closed

* 1915 almost entirely rebuilt and reopened as
Garrick

* 1920 taken over by Finkelatein & Ruben

* 1928 closed

* September 28, 1929 the Century opens in
the shell of the old Garrick with 1,600 seats.
* 1931 opened on a part time basis.

* Late 1930's thru 1940's became an second
run cinema.

* 1940 owned by Minnesota and Singer Th.
Parternship

* 1945 -1954 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) owned this theatre

* February 28, 1954 closed

* April 19, 1954 became the 11th theatr e to
show Cinerama with seating reduced to 1,145
seats. The screen was 72x28 ft. This was the
largest tourist attraction in the state.

* 1960 Todd -AO installed

* 1963 Cinerama returns early in the year until
"Cleopatra" opened.

* September 27, 1964 closed, a fire guts the
theatre

* February 1965 demolished

Show Houses Twin Cities Style has detailed
article about this theatre.

Garrick
2541 Nicollet
21914

Gateway
111 Nicollet
? 1916

Gayety

AKA: Floyd B. Olson

103 N Washington

1909 -1941

* 1909 opened by Herman Faehr with 1,200
seats as an legitimate house

* Mid 1910's switched to vaudeville and
burlesque acts. Al Jolson, Fanny Brice, and
Sophie Tucker.

appered on the stage.

* 1928 the city closed it down as it was too
racy. It reopenedwhen the management
switched to musical comedy acts. It reopened
in 1929

* 1941 switched to movies as a double feature
house

* Late 1941 renamed Floyd B. Olson, afte the
governer who died in 1936

* Mid 1940 closed

* 1945 plans to convert the theatre into a
night club fell through.

* 1970 announced it would be restored but
nothing happened. It was demolished in 1980.

Gem
212 Hennepin
? 1905

Gem
1330 Marshall
? 1913

GleenwoodPalace
? 1925
J. Block owned this theatre.

Glen Lake

2201 N 6th Av

?1918-? 1925

J. Block owned this theatre in 1925.

Glenwood
1221 Western
21914

Golden Valley
?2 1955

Gopher

619 Hennepin

1938-1979

1,028 seats

* 1911 opened as Grand or New Grand
*1920's switched to movies

* 1928 wired for sound

* 1936 closed

* 1938 reopened as Gopher after the highly
popular University of Minnesota's Golden
Golpher American Football team. It was a
secondrun theatre.

* 1941 Gene Autry appeared on stage

* 1949 Minnesota Amusement Co. (Publix)
sells it to Berger Amusement Co.who shown
first-run movies until the 1970's

* 1977 -1979 adult movies

Gopher
1706 S 4th Av
21914

Granada

3022 Hennepin S

1927 -1954

691 seats

Owners:

1924 -1930 Publix Theatre Corp.
(Northwest Division)

1935 -1954 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix)

Grand

24 Hennepin
? 1945-? 1955
349 seats

Grand

619 Hennepin

1911-1936

Owners:

1925 Finkelatein & Ruben

1930 Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division)

1935 Minnesota Amusement Co. (Publix)

Grand

2927 Hennepin
? 1911



Grand Opera House
34 W 6th St
1890-1912

Grand Opera House (I1)

34 W 6th St
1912-1914

Built to replace the old one.

Grandview
406 Cedar
? 1912

Ha Ha
3954 Minnehaha
?1921

Harriet
4312 S Uptown
21912

Harris
718 Hennepin
1887 -? 1908

Hawthorn
2900 N Washington
?1912

Hennepin
718 hennepin
1885-1887

Hennepin
910 hennepin
1921

Hennepin Orpheum
2 1925-? 1935

Hollywood
2815 NE Johnston
1935-1987
1,_g48 ets

Home
802 N 6th Av
21911

Home
4215 N Washington
?1916

Homewood

1919 Plymouth N

1924 -1953

940 seats

Owners:

1925 J. Lebedoff

1930 Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division)

Idle Hour
1706 E Lake
21913

IDS Center Cinema

IDS Building

1973-1975

This shortlived cinema was in the
shopping area of the IDS building, the
stateds highest bui

lione
21930

lola
1418 E Franklin
?1911

lone
2 1940-? 1945

Isis
30 S 6th St
? 1909

Isis
2533 Bloomington
?1914

Jewel
1923 4th Avenue
1919

Joy
38 S Washington
? 1912

Kome-On
1015 N 6th Av
1915

La Salle

2541 Nicollet

?1930-? 1961

400 seats

Owners:

1935, 1950-1955 Franklin Amusement
Co.

1940-1945 Associated Amusement Co.
1961 Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership

Lagoon
2962 Hennepin
1913-1929

Lagoon 5

1320 Lagoon

1995 -

Landmark theatres own this theatre.

Lake

2721 E Lake

?1925-? 1955

645 seats

Lake Amusement Co. owned this theatre
1925-1930.

Lake
17 W Lake
21911

Lake
31 W Lake
? 1915

Leola

4943 S 34th av
?1928-? 1961
540 seats



Liberty

1332 Marshall

?1912-? 1930

Owners:

1925 J. Lebedoff

1930 Publix Theatre Corp.(Northwest
Division)

This was the only AfreAmerican theatre
in the state.

Logan
2029 W Broadway
?1926-? 1940

Loop

27 S Washington
?1946-? 1955
240 seats

Loring

1405 Nicollet

1920-1958

1,116 seats

* 1920 opened as Loring

* 1925 owner: Finkelatein &Ruben
* 1930 owner: Publix Theatre Corp.
(Northwest Division)

* 1935 -1950 owner: Minnesota
Amusement Co. (Publix)

* 1958 closed and reopened as a church
* 1980's became a playhouse called
Music Box

Lyceum

85 S 11th St

1924 -1958

2,082 seats

* 1905 opened as Minneapolis Auditorium

* 1924 S. L. Rothafel (which built the Roxy in
New York) rebuilt the theatre as Lyceum at a
cost of $350,000.

* 1925 owner: Clinton-Meyers Enterprises

* 1933 switched to roadshows

* By 1938 switched to exploitation movies
such as "Birth of a Baby", which filled the
theatre.

* 1940's switched to a legitimate policy with
Henry Fonda and Katherine Hepburn appearing
on stage.

* Late 1950's raising rents forced the theatre
to shut down. It later became a church.

* 1976 demolished for the Orchestra Hall
complex

Lyceum
718 Hennepin
1887 -1909

Lyndale

2932 Lyndale

?1910-? 1961

500 seats

Owners:

1925 Finkelatein & Ruben

1930 Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division)

1935 Franklin Amusement Co.

1940 -1945 Associated Amusement Co.
1950 -1955 Franklin Amusement Co.
1961 Frank & Woempner & Associated
Amusement Co. Partnership

Lyra
16 N Washington
?1928-? 1950

Lyric

711 Hennepin

1923-1971

1,078 seats

* 1920 opened as Blue Mouse

* 1923 renamed Lyric as a second run house.
* 1925 ow ner: Finkelatein & Ruben

* 1930 owner: Publix Theatre Corp.
(Northwest Division)

* 1935 owner: Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix)

* 1940 owner: Minnesota and Singer Th.
Parternship

* 1945 -1964 owner: Minnesota Amusement
Co. (Publix)

* 1957 started to show roadshow movies such
as "The Ten Commandants”

* 1960's back to second-run movies

* 1969 owner: ABC North Central Theatres,
Inc.

* 1971 demolished for a new cinema called
Lyric Twin, which was renamed Skyway 1 & 2
just before opening.

Lyric
718 Hennepin
1908-1923

Main
1029 NE Main
21912

Majestic
1326 S Washington
? 1907



Cinema Showcase of the
Upper Midwest
Mann

AKA: Pantages, Pan

708 Hennepin

1961-1984

* October 29, 1916 opened as Pantages

* May 7, 1922 renovated to keep up with the
new theatres.

* June 1930 closed

* October 1931 reopened by United Artists
Theatre Circuit, Inc.

* April 20, 1946 reopens as Pan by Radio-
Keith-Orpheum

* 1952 the police raided the theatre when it
tried to show a striptease show.

* 1950's teenage double bills were shown

* 1960 Ted Mann buys this theatre from RKO
* December 1960 closed

* March 16, 1961 reopened as Mann. The old
wooden floor was torn out with a concrete
floor, an inside boxoffice was installed. It
opened with Spartacus.

* August 29, 1961 "West Side Story"sneaks.
* March 1965 -March 1964 "The Sound of
Music" plays here with 700,000 tickets sold.

* May 1969 Ted Mann announces a new
cinema called Mann One but he sells his
theatres toGeneral Cinemas Corpand buys
the National General Theatres in southern
California and renames that circuit Mann
theatres, which own the Grumman's Chinese
theatre in Hollywood.

* January 1980 a young couple was married in
front of the theatre after the groom soared
down Hennepin on a hang glider for the movie
"Foolin' Around"

* January 1984 closed

* 1993 marquee removed

Mazda
246 Hennepin
?1911

Melba
1305 W Lake
? 1914

Metro

2519 S 27th Av

?1931-? 1955

400 seats

Mann Circuit owned this theatre in 1950.

Metropolitan

AKA: Peopl eds

320 1stAve S

1898-1937

2,200 seats

* March 1894 opened after a
construction delay with 2,200 seats as
the People's Theatre.

* 1898 renamed Metropolitan, first
movies were shown as far back as 1898
* 1920's switched to movies only.

* 1937 closed and demolished

Miles

46 S 7th St

1908-1914

* December 28, 1908 opened as Miles
*1914 closed

* 1915 almost entirely rebuilt and reopened as
Garrick

* 1920 taken over by Finkelatein & Ruben

* 1928 closed

* September 28, 1929 the Century opens in
the shell of the old Garrick with 1,600 seats.
* 1931 ope ned on a part time basis.

* Late 1930's thru 1940's became a second
run cinema.

* 1940 owned by Minnesota and Singer Th.
Parternship

* 1945 -1954 Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) owned this theatre.

* February 28, 1954 closed

* April 19, 1954 became the 11t h theatre to
show Cinerama with seating reduced to 1,145
seats. The screen was 72x28 ft. This was the
largest tourist attraction in the state.

* 1960 Todd -AO installed

* 1963 Cinerama returns early in the year until
"Cleopatra” opened.

* September 27, 1964 closed, a fire guts the
theatre

* February 1965 demolished

Show Houses Twin Cities Style has detailed
article about this theatre.

Miles Standish
21930

Milo
626 hennepin
? 1909

Minnehaha
3954 Minnehaha
? 1928-? 1940

Minnesota

AKA: Radio City

36-40 Ninth Street South

1928-1943

* 1928 opened with 4,025 seats bu
Publix Theatre Corp. (Northwest
Division), the largest movie palace in the
state.

* 1930's -1940's opened on a parttime
basis

* 1935 owner: Minnesota Amusement
Co. (Publix)

* 1941 "Fantasia” played at the
Minnesota for almost a year, than it
closed

* 1944 reopened as Radio City as KSTP
AM 1500 had its studio there.

* 1958 the auditorium section of the
building was closed and demolished for a
tire store and parking lot. An office tower
now stands on the site.

Moon
228 Central
? 1912

National
44 S 3rd Av
21917

New Arion
1940

New Astor
1920

New Falls
?1950-? 1955
700 seats



