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COOK COUNTY
CHICAGO

152 Theater
152 W Division
? 194%® 1955
700 seats

20th Century

4078 Prairie Avenue
19122 1930

20th Century

3538 W Roosevelt

1913 1955

750 seats

* 1913 opened on the same block of
Balaban and Katz's first theatre, the 1917
Central Park by AlfredHamberger circuit.

* Late 1950's closed

400

AKA: Village Art

6747 Sheridan

19321996, July 2009

795 seats

* 1912 opened as Regent
* 1932 renamed 400

* Late 1980's split into 4 screens
* 1996 renamed Village Art
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45 Driveln
? 1955
May be in the suburbs

CHICAGO

900 North Michigan 2
900 N Michigan Ave

First Friday in October 1983003
I AATT

600 North Michigan 9

600 N Michigan Ave

November 1996

* November 1996 opened by Cineplex
Odeon

* 1998 became part of Loews Cineplex
* 2004 renovated

* 2005 a bar has been installed, became
part of AMC

my

62nd & Western 10
258 W 62nd St
November 19972007
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theatre.

Ol

Aadvark

1608 N Wells

? 19682 1977

150 seats

Shared building with Termite 1978976,
adult movies were shown.

The Aardvark was a very small theatre
located at 1608 N. Wells, very close to
where the Pipers Alley theatre now stands.
My memories of the place are vague: a
bare bones auditorium with wooden floors
and not many seats (152007?) It reminded
me of a small barn, yet comfortable
enough. Before the feature started, an
announcement was made over the PA:
"The smoking of ANYTHING in this theatre
is illegal". This always got laughs, siathe

* November 1997 opened by a partnership neighborhood (Old Town) was a magnet

of Cineplex Odeon and Inner City
Entertainment

In later years it had been booked by
Marcus theatres and is now booked by
Kerasotes Theatres. This theatre has the
same design of Chatharti4, Woodlawn,
Quartier Latin 17 in Montréal and the
Huntington Shore 8 on Long‘ Island, NY
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for young people hippies, longhairs, and
various radicals. The Aardvark played first
run single features; off beat films most
other theatres wouldn't touch. Adult
movies were shown here.

ABC Drivdn
2443 Unon St

? 1955

No Tribune ads

Academy

16 S. Halsted Street
19152 1945

962 seats

Chicago
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Acadia

2739 W 55th st
193031959

671 seats
Allied Buying and Booking Service bookeq
this theatre in 1950

Ace

AKA: National

6219 S Halsted

1935? 1964

800 seats

* 191bpened as National
* Mid 1930's closed

* 1935 reopened as Ace
* Early 1960 closed

Acme

5241 N Clark

19167 1925

* 1910 opened as Acme by the Gumbiner
Brothers

* Early 1930's renamed Temple

* Late 1940's closed

Adams

20 E Adams

19272 1930

* 192Jopened by Vista Amusement
Enterprises

* 1930 switched to newsreel and short
features.

* 1930's closed

Adelphi

AKA: Columbia, Clark

11 N Clark

19231931

* 1911 opened as Columbia

* 1923 renamed Adelphi

* 1931 remodeled and renamed Clark
* 1974 closed andiemolished

Adelphi

7074 N Clark

19172002 (a short while in 2004)

900 seats

* 1917 opened by Ascher Brothers, the
name means "adelphoi" is Greek for
"Brothers"

*1930's remodeled

* Early 1980's closed

* Mid 1980's reopened as the North Shors
Theatre for a short while and renamed
back to Adelphi and shown bollywood
movies.

* 1982 renovated

* January 2002 closed

* January 2006 demolished for condos.

Admiral

3940 Lawrence

1925? 1986

1,399 seats

* 1928 opened as a vaudeville house late
to show movies

* Owner in 1940: G. C. S. Circuit

* Early 1940 are taken over by Balaban anc

Katz

* Late 1950's closed

* 1969 reopened showing cartoons for 25
cents for a couple of months

* 1971 reopened as an adult theatre

* Jate 1980's restored as a "gentlemasr’
club”
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Alamo

3639 W Chicago

August 18, 1926963

1,557 seats

Owners:

1926 Balaban and Katz

1935 Reinheimer, L.

1940 others

1950 Allied Buying and Booking Service

|| CHICASO AVE of MONTICELLO
OPENS TO-DAY
At 6:30 P. M.
PAUL ZIMM
*Jarx King.” and His Band
of Chicagoans, in

“HOWDY FOLKS"

Feotarine ROSE VERNIER

— W har Stges Surnvigee——r0 F
RAMQON BARRY AT
THE GIANT ORGAN

—ALln_ _the Sercan— >

MARIE:PREVOST
“UP IN
MABEL’S
ROOM”

Ths “smeds
Seneatinn

Alba

AKA: Capitol

4816 N Kedzle

19341950

Opened as Capitol in915

Balaban and Katz owned this 968eat
theatre.

Albany Park

AKA: Albany
3317 W Montrose
19157 1930

Alcazar

69 W Madison

? 1918 1935

300 seats

* Early teens opened as an early Loop
movie theatre.

* Late 1920'searly 1930's opened 24 hours
a day

*mid 1930's closed

Alex

AKA: Hamlin

3628 W Madison
1937? 1970

990 seats

Chicago
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Alma

5352 S Wentworth

? 193 1955

300 seats

Owner in 1930: Rex Theatres

Alpha
4717 N. Damen Avenue
21912

Alps
?2 1945

Alvin

1612 W Chicago

19131970

540 seats

Owners:

1930 Langdon, V. R.

1935 others

1950 Allied Buying and Booking Service
1955 Alger Theatres

Ambassador

1925? 1940

1,760 seats

Owner in 1940: Nomikos, Van

Ambassador
? 1920
Balaban and Katz owned this theatre.

American

8 N Ashland

August23, 1915 1960
1,226 seats

Owners:

1930 Laporte Theatres
1935 Essaness Theatres

Americus
21930

Coston Booking Circuit owned this theatrg.

Amo

AKA: Vernon

436 E 61st st

? 19389952

709 seats

Allied Buying and Booking Service bookeg
this Afro-American theatre in 1950

Apollo
? 193 1935
Owner in 1930: Rex Theatres

Apollo

AKA: Earl

526 E 47th st
19091920

* 1909 opened as a vaudeville hall searvir
a solidly Irish and Jewish German
neighborhood.

* 1920 Renamed Earl and switched to
movies

* Early 1950's closed

Apollo

74 W Randolph at Clard

1927? 1950

1,400 seats

* The New Chicago opened on the site in
1873 by James H. McVicker on the site of
the Kingsbury Hall. Renamed Grand Ope
House, Christy's Opera House and later tl
Music Hall

* 1893 renovated and renamed Olympic

* 1907 badly damaged by a fire and rebuil
* 1927 renamed Apollo

* 1934 joined Balaban and Katz

* 1950 closed

* 1953 a Greyhound bus station built on
the site.

Archer

2008 W 35th st.

19167 1945

914 seats

Owners 192@1935: Schoenstadt and Sons
(Booked by Coston Booking Circuit in
1930)

Argmore

1040 W Argyle

1913 1951

676 seats

Owner 19351951: Essaness Theatres

Ark

AKA: Drexel

858 E 63rd St

? 1945 1965

750 seats

Owner in 1955: Alger Theatres

Armitage

AKA: Avenue

3553 W Armitage

19161971

@wners:

1935 Bland Brothers

1940 others

1950 Allied Buying and Booking Service
1955 Alger Theatres

1960 others

Arrow
1436 W Fullerton
1908? 1950

Art 4

1548 N Clark

20032005

&illage Theatres owned this theatre.

[Ashland

1611 W Madison

19142 1935

Owner in 1920: Schoenstadt and Sons

Astor

12 S Clark

1922? 1955

300 seats

Owner in 1950: Allied Buying and Booking
Service

Atlantic

3948 W 26th st.

19171968

2,500 seats

* 1917 opened by Schoenstadt and Sons
* 1967 twinned

* 1968 closed

* 1996 gutted for retail space

Atlas
4711 S State
19147 1940

Atom

4338 S Wentworth
December 30, 1943 1950
500 seats

Chicago
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Austin

5619 W Madison

? 1938958

586 seats

Owners:

1935Stern, Charles

1940 others

1950 Allied Buying and Booking Service
1955 Alger Theatres

Avaloe

2811 Diversey

19271953

654 seats

Owned by Allied Buying and Booking
Service in 1950

Avalon

1645 E 79th St

August 28, 19271970

2,398 seats

Owners:

1930Coston Booking Circuit

1935 others

1940 Warner Brother Theatre Circuit
1950 Essaness Theatres

1955 Stanley Warner

) Opens

With 3 Big Inaugural Presentations at 6:03, 8:20, 10:30
Introducing “Chicago's Newest Personality”

Avenue

AKA: BerHur, Cinema ltalia

306 S Cicero

? 1918 1945

595 seats

*1910's opened renamed BeHur for a
short time.

* Mid-ate 1920s closed

* Mid 1930's reopened

* Mid 1940's closed

* Early 1950 reopened as Cinema ltalia.

Chicago

TODAYatssst)p.m.. ¢ .

Avenue

AKA: Terrace

3108 Indiana

1913 1940

This AfrecAmerican theatre had 1,000
seats.

Avers

3825 W 25th St
? 1910 1930
299 seats

Avon

3327 Fullerton

19141952, 1957984

795 seats

* 1914 opened

* 1940 owned by Essaness Theatres.
*1960's1970's shown greek movies

* Early 1980's closed, it became a church
later years.

Balmoral
5400 Sheridan
19621966

450 seats

Band Box
Madison Near LaSalle
19157 1920

300 seats

Banner

1611 N Damen

?193¢er 1950

796 seats

Owner in 1930: Coston Booking Circuit

Barbee's Loop Theater
57 W Monroe
?2192a924

Beach

1504 E Hyde Park
19131921

1,000 seats

Bell

1539 N Milwaukee

1912 1930

650 seats

Owners:

1920 Gumbiner Brothers
1925 others

1930 Coston Booking Circuit

Bell

3064 Armitage
? 19461953
425 seats

Bellwood

1539 N Milwaukee
? 1935

650 seats

in




Belmont
1635 Belmont
September 13, 1926958
3,265 seats

* September 13, 1926: opened by Lublinef
& Trinz

* August 1, 1927: joined the Orpheum
Circuit, which became RKO

* 1930 joined Balaban and Katz

* 1955 Balaban and Katz sell it

* 1958 closed

* Mid 1960s' became a muHevel bowling
alley

* Mid 1980's the bowling alley closed

* 1996 demolished excpt the facade for
retail and condos.

at 3:30 P. M.

LUBLINER & TRINZ

LINCOLN and BELMONT AVES.

Belpark

3231 N Cicero

March 11, 1921957

Balaban and Katz owned this 2,062eat
theatre, which was the largest in Chicago
without a balcony.

Chicago
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