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SAN FRANCISCO
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY 

SAN FRANCISCO 
1000 Van Ness   
1000 Van Ness 
1988- 
AMC owns this this cinema, which is built in 
a old office building. 
opened with 10 screens and expanded to 
14 screens in 2003 

 

 
 

16th Street  
AKA: 16th St. 07, Victoria 13, New Follies 64, Victoria 77- 

2961 16th st 
1907-1913 
 

4 Star  
AKA: La Bonita 12, Star 27, Four Star 1947-90, 1992- 

2200 Clement St 
1947-1990, 1992- 
Blumenfield Theatres owned this theatre 
until the late 1980's 
There are plans to close this theatre. 
http://www.save4star.net/  

 

 
Acme  
AKA: Times 

1249 Stockton 
1910-1949 
250 seats. 

 
 

Alcazar  
AKA: Alcazar 07, Federal 37, United Nations 45, Alcazar 52 

260 O'Farrell 
1907-1937, 1952-1961 

 
 

Alexandria   

5400 Geary Blvd 
1923-early 2004 
1610 seats. 
3 in 1976 
Owners: 
1930 Levin, S. H. Theatres 
1935, 1950-1955 San Francisco Theatres 
1945 Fox West Coast 
The Alexandria opened on November 26, 1923 
with Douglas MacLean in "Going Up." It was built 
at a cost of $350,000 by Oppenheimer & (Alex) 
Levin. 
In 1941, it underwent extensive remodelling, 
emerging totally Moderne, with only the original 
stone pillars on its corner facade still exhibiting 
evidence of its original Egyptian roots. It re-
opened on June 19, 1942, but due to wartime 
blackout restrictions, much of its new neon 
elegance had to be subdued until sometime 
later. In the late 1950's it was upgraded to a first 
run 70MM, reserved seat policy premiering such 
roadshow attractions as  
South Pacific (48 weeks) 
Exodus (20 weeks) 
Can Can (19 weeks) 
El Cid (21 weeks) 
Longest Day (19 weeks) 
Cleopatra (56 weeks) 
Oliver! (43 weeks). 
On November 24, 1976, it re-opened as 
Alexandria 3, with the former balcony and loge 
sections converted into two separate, smaller 
auditoriums, but with the original downstairs 
section more or less intact. UA owned it. 

 
 

Alhambra   
AKA: Market Street 09, Alhambra 17, Cameo 23, Frolic 19, Marion 
Davis 29, Esquire 40 

936 Market 
1917-1922 
 

http://www.save4star.net/
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Alhambra   
AKA: Cinema Grill 

2330 Polk St 
1926-1999 
1625 seats. 
The theater was twinned in November 1976 
and then a few years before it closed as a 
theater, it was re-converted back to single 
screen. Blumenfeld ran this theater in the 
later years 
Owners: 
1940-1969 Nasser Bros. 
1975 Blumenfield Theatres 
1990 Cinema 'n' Drafthouse 

 
 

Alliance Français 
1345 Bush 
2010- 
French movies are shown here. 

 
 

All Star  
AKA: Victory 07, Fischer's 09, Sutter 13, All Star 14, Class A 26, 
Sutter 27, Teatro Sutter 41 

2030 Sutter St 
1914-1926 
 

Allies  
AKA: California 09, Liberty 10, Allies 20, Crescent 23, Liberty 26, 
World 49-53 

649 Broadway 
? 1920  
 

Alta    
AKA: Alta, New Potrero 

312 Connecticut 
1913-1929 
  

Amazon  
AKA: Apollo 

965 Geneva 
1929-1969 
980 seats 
Owners: 
1935-1950 Golden State Theaters 
1955-1961 United California 

 

 
 

American   
AKA: American 07, Rialto 16, Rivoli 23, Embassy 27, Warner 
Brothers 32, Embassy 34 

1123 Market 
1907-1914 
 

American   
AKA: Halcyon 22, Garden 22, American 24 
273 Divisadero 

1924 
 

American  
AKA: Nickelless Nickelodeon 09, Chutes Vaudeville 09, Lyric 16, 
New Progress 25, American 26 New American 48, American 64 

1226 Filmore 
1926-1964 
1207 seats. 
Nasser Bros. owned it 1940-1945. 

 
 

Apollo  
AKA: Amazon 

965 Geneva 
1970-1983 
 

Aquarius  
145 Eddy 
1970-1977 
 

Army YMCA  
Presidio 
? 1940-? 1945 
  

Art 1 & 2    

55 Taylor  
1972-2009 
This twin adult theatre screened "Deep 
Throat" and "The Devil in Miss Jones" for 10 
years. 
The theatre is now owned by the Gray Area 
Foundation for the arts, which plans to use 
it as a live theatre.  

 
 

Artist's Television Access  

? 2000-2000 
 

Avalon  
2551 Filmore 
1931-? 1936 
 

Avenue    
2650 San Bruno Ave 
1927-1984 
963 seats. 
Owners: 
1950-1955 Circuit-General Theatres 
1961-1964 General Theatrical  
This is now a church. 
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Balboa  
3630 Balboa St 
February 1926- 
763 seats. 226 and 307 seats after 1978 
This theatre was twinned in 1978  
Owners: 
1922-1930 Levin, S. H. Theatres  
1950-1955 San Francisco Theatres 
1969-1985 United Artists. 

 

 
 

Balboa  
AKA: Westwood 

1634 Ocean 
December 23

rd
, 1922-1931 

 
 

Baronet & St. Francis  

965 Market 
1969-1975 
Plitt Theatres owned this twin theatre. 
 

Basilone 
Treasure Island 
? 1955-? 1995 

 
 

Bayshore   

2428 Bayshore 
1926-1959 
340 seats. 
 

Bayview  

4935 3rd st 
Fall 1924-1957 
850 seats. 
Lippert owned it in 1950. 
 

Beau Geste 
3968 17

th
 St. 

? 1976 
Gay adult cinema.  
 

Bell  
AKA: Excelsior 

4734 Mission 
1919-1920 
Opened as Excelsior in 1911 

 
 

Bella Union 
AKA: Kearny 13, Rex 48, Shanghai 11, Bella Union 48 

825 Kearny 
1948-1985 
* 1911 opened as Shanghai 
* 1913 renamed Kearny 
ϝ мфплΩǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ YŜŀǊƴȅ .ǳǊƭŜǎǉǳŜ 
* 1948 renamed Rex and shown Filipino 
movies 
* October 5

th
, 1948 renamed Bella Union 

and shown silent movies for a short while 
than Chinese films. Adult movies around 
ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ 
* 1985 closed and converted into office 
Space. 
 

Betty's Casino  
AKA: Casino 17, Betty's Casino 25, Casino 26, Downtown 42 

198 Ellis  
1925-1926 
 

Bijou  

451 Columbus  
1907-1909 
 

Bijou   
AKA: Pompeii 26, Regal 36, Bijou 74 

1046 Market 
1974-1989 
Adult films were shown here.It was owned 
by pussycat theatres.  
 

Bridge  

3010 Geary Blvd 
July 21, 1939- 
399 seats. 
Owners: 
1969 Walter Reade 
1990 Blumenfield Theatres 
1991 Landmark Theatres 

 
 

Broadway   

618 Broadway 
? 1925-? 1935 
800 seats. 
Golden State Theaters owned it in 1930. 
 

Buckingham Twin  
Closed 2000 
United Artists owned this cinema. 
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Burlesque   
AKA: Shanghai 11, Kearny 18, Burlesque 41, Rex 45 

825 Kearney 
1941-1945 
 

California   
AKA: State 

787 Market 
November 1

st
, 1917-1941 

2306 seats. 

 
 

California   
AKA: California 09, Liberty 10, Allies 20, Crescent 23, Liberty 26, 
World 49-53 
649 Broadway 

1909-1910 
 

Cameo  
3038 16th st 
? 1925-? 1950 
250 seats. 
Fox West Coast owned it in 1940. 
 

Cameo  
936 Market 
1923-1929 
 

Cannery 
2801 Leavenworth 
September 16

th
, 1971-1993 

296 seats 
Walter Reade owned it. 

 
American Classic Images 

 

Capitol  
AKA: Cort 11, Curran 18, Century 21, Morosco 22, Capitol 25, 
Capitol Follies 39 

64 Ellis 
1925-1938 
1500 seats. 

 
 

Capitol  
AKA: Cory 13, Capitol 22, Crown 24, Rialto 26, Union 32, Rio 41, 
Metro II 68, Rio 82, Mercury 83-86 

2240 Union  
1922-1924 
 

Capri  
AKA: Cortland 

802 Cortland 
1957-1970 

 
 

Casino  
AKA: Casino 17, Betty's Casino 25, Casino 26, Downtown 42 

198 Ellis 
1917-1940 
[ƻŜǿΩǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ мфолΦ 

 
 

Casting Couch 
950 Battery St. 
? 1995 
This was a micro cinema.  
 

Castro   
429 Castro St 
1922- 
1,875 seats. 
Owners: 
1940-1975 Nasser Bros. 
1990 to until about 2000 Blumenfield 
Theatres. Live shows and movies. 

 
 

Castro  
485 Castro 
December 21

st
, 1910-June 21

st
, 1922 

200 seats 
Nasser Brothers owned this theatre.  
 

Cento Cedar Cinema 
38 Cedar Alley 
1955-1974 
 

Central    

1191 Market 
1906-1911 

 
 


