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Art cinema. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

CHICO 
Airdrome 
? 1925 

 
 
 
 

 
El Ray 
230 W. 2nd St. 
1946-2005 
957 seats. 
It opened in 1905 as a vaudeville house called 

 
 
 
 

 
Little 
? 1940 
400 seats. 
 

Lyric 

CHICO 

National Theatre Services owned this outdoor 
theatre. 

 

American 
AKA: Majestic, National, El Ray 

230 W. 2nd St. 
1939-1946 
907 seats. 
T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) owned it in 
1945. 

 
 

Broadway 
? 1925 
National Theatre Services owned this outdoor 
theatre. 

 

Chico Drive-In 
? 1950-? 1955 

the Majestic, but it began showing movies 
along with the stage shows soon after opening. 
In 1926, it was remodeled by the Sacramento 
architectural firm of Starks and Flanders, for 
the new owners, the National Theaters Circuit, 
and the theater was renamed the National. It 
was remodeled again in 1939, and the name 
changed to the American Theater. In 1946, a 
fire caused severe damage to the building and 
destroyed the marquee. The interior of the 
theater was rebuilt, and the present art 
moderne murals of the auditorium date from 
this time. At about the same time, 
fire destroyed an Oakland theater called the El 
Rey, but spared its marquee, which was 
subsequently moved to this theater in Chico, 
giving it its final name. 
Owners: 
1946 United California (t & D) 
1969 United Artists 
2001 Regal Cinemas 

 
 

Empire 
W. 2nd St. 
? 1940 
658 seats. 
T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) owned it. 

400 block of Broadway 
Early 1900õs 
 

Majestic 
AKA: National, American, El Ray 

230 W. 2nd St. 
1905-1926 
National Theatre Service owned it in 1925. 
 

Movies 8 
? 1998-2000 
Cinemark owned this cinema. 
 

Movies 10 
1888 Springfield Dr 
1993-2000 
Cinemark owned this theatre, it closed in the 
late 1990's when the Tinseltown USA opened. 
It's now a church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National 
AKA: Majestic, American, El Ray 

230 W. 2nd St. 
1926-1939 
500 seats. 
T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) owned it. 
 

Pageant 
351 E 6th St.  Http://www.pageantchico.com 
? 1980- 

 

http://www.pageantchico.com/
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Senator 
517 Main St. 
1927-? 1998 
1569 seats. 
2 screens in 1978, 4 by 1985, it is in the 
process of being restored 
Owners: 
1935-1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955-1965 United California 
1969-1985 United artists 

 
 

Starlite Drive-In 
1948-1985 
639 cars. 
Owners: 
1955-1965 United California 
1969-1985 United Artists 
This drive-inõs screen has moved to the 
baseball field of Butte College. 

 

Tinseltown USA 14 
801 East Ave 
? 1997 
Cinemark owns this cinema. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UA Cinemas 3 
Valley Plaza at 2255 Pillsbury Rd. 
1972-1998 
Expanded to 6 screens in the late 1990's, it 
closed when it could not compete with 
Cinemark. 

 

Vensino 
Main St. 
? 1950-? 1955 

GRIDLEY 
Butte 
Kentucky & Spruce 
June 18th, 1938-? 1975 
775 seats. 
Owners: 
1940 Mann & Walsh Theatres 
1945-1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955-1961 United California 
1969 United Artists 

 
 

Gridley 
? 1935-? 1940 
585 seats. 
 

OROVILLE 
Empire 
AKA: Rex 

1555 Meyers 
? 1950-? 1955 
519 seats. 
United California owned it in 1955. 
 

Feather River Cinema 6 
2690 Feather River Blvd 
? 2003- 

 
 

Gardella 
? 1920õs 
 

Mesa 
? 1961-? 1969 
Owners: 
1961 United California 
1969 United Artists 
 

Mesa Drive-In 
? 1955-? 1985 
450 cars. 
Owners: 
1961 United California 
1969 United Artists 

Oro 
516 Montgomery 
? 1910 

 
 

Rex 
AKA: Empire 

? 1935-? 1945 
510 seats. 
 

State 
1589 Meyers 
Apr 7, 1928-1986 
1520 seats. (About 1000 seats in 2005) 
Owners: 
1930-1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955-1961 United California 
1969 United Artists 
It's now a performing arts center 

 
 

PARADISE 
El Ray 
? 1945-? 1955 
375 seats. 
Owners: 
1950-1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955 United California 
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Paradise Cinema 7 
6701 Clark 
? 2003 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pine Breeze Drive-In 
? 1955-? 1964 
United California owned this drive-In. 

 

Pineridge 
5990 Foster Road 
1977-? 1980 
It was a supermarket before 1977. 

 
 

Pine Ridge Twin 
6626 Clark 
? 1985-? 2000 
This theatreõs front entrance was at the back 
of the shopping plaza. 

 

GLENN COUNTY 

NORMAN 
Norman 
? 1930 

 

ORLAND 
Orland 
809 4th St. 
? 1929-? 1955 
354 seats. 
Harvey Amusement Company owned it in 
1940. It is now a youth centre. 

WILLOWS 
Garden 
? 1955 
1100 seats. 
 

Opus 
236 W. Sycamore 
? 2003-2010 

 
 

Rialto 
? 1930-? 1950 
508 seats. 
 

Tower 
340 W. Sycamore 
? 1950-? 1961 
Owners: 
1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955-1961 United California 

 
University of California - Davis 

 

PLUMAS COUNTY 

CHESTER 
Chester 
? 1948-1952 
350 seats. 
In October 1952 the owner of this theatre, Mr. 
Blair was arrested for slaying an local grocer 
and his family. 
 

Hi-Ho 
Closed By 1945 
365 seats. 
 

GRAEGLE 
Graeagle 
? 1940-? 1945 

GREENVILLE 
Plumas 
AKA: Greenville 

112 Pine St. 
? 1940-? 1955 
360 seats. 

 
 

PORTOLA 
Gilda 
? 1935 
 

Plumas 
? 1940-? 1945 
 

Portola 
? 1940-? 1961 
Owners: 
1950 T & D., Jr. (Turner & Dahnken) 
1955-1961 United California 

 

QUINCY 
Log Cabin 
? 1950-? 1955 
 

Quincy 
W. Main 
? 1935-? 1950 
332 seats. 
 

Town Hall 
? 1940-? 2000 
287 seats. 

 

STORRIE 
Tobin 
? 1950 
 

TEHAMA COUNTY 

CORNING 
Corning 
? 1935 
400 seats. 


